Kenneth E Hagin - Righteousness, Catalyst of Faith and Prayer, April 1978

JAMES 5:13-18

13
Is any among you afflicted? LET HIM PRAY. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.

14
Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and LET THEM PRAY over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

15
AND THE PRAYER OF FAITH shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

16
Confess your faults one to another, AND PRAY one for another, that ye may healed. THE EFFECTUAL FERVENT PRAYER OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN availeth much.

17
Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and HE PRAYED EARNESTLY that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.

18
AND HE PRAYED AGAIN, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

Seven times a form of the word pray is mentioned in this section of Scripture. The Spirit of God is trying to reveal, to unveil, to get over to us something about prayer. What is it?

He's endeavoring to get us to see the two most important things in connection with prayer. Notice also in this section of Scripture the word faith and the word righteous. "And the prayer of faith ..." (v. 15). "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man ..." (v. 16). All this praying, or prayer, He is talking about here hinges on these two words—faith and righteousness.

Righteousness has something to with faith and with prayer. I was preaching a meeting once, when I guess for a day and a night the Spirit of God kept saying inside me: Righteousness is the catalyst to faith

and prayer. I was busy teaching twice a day and didn't pay a lot of attention at first. But at every waking moment, in the nighttime and through out the day, it kept going over in me. Finally I said, "What in the world does catalyst mean?"

In a general sense I suppose I knew, but I asked someone to bring a dictionary to my motel room and I began to study to see what the Lord was trying to get over to me about righteousness.

A catalyst, according to the dictionary, is a substance used in catalysis. Catalysis means the acceleration of a chemical reaction by a substance (catalyst) which itself remains unaffected. A catalyst is a component forming a part of acceleration.

I began to see what the Spirit of God was saying to me— That righteousness, or being a righteous man, is the component that gives acceleration to faith and prayer! When you push on the accelerator pedal of your car, it goes faster. God was saying that righteousness is what gives acceleration to faith and prayer! It's what makes it go! It's what makes it work!

As I waited and meditated before the Lord, He reminded me of my own experience in this area.

Forty-four years ago now, I was bedfast as a teenager with heart disease, paralysis, and incurable blood disease. When five doctors say you have to die, that there's not a chance in a million you can make it, and that nothing can be done, it's dark in the room where you lie. I somehow knew though that if there was any hope for me I would find it in the Bible. So I began to look into God's Word. And glimpses of light began to filter through. I began to see such verses as Mark 11:23 and 24.

But the devil, who's always present to talk to your mind put this thought there, "Mark 11:24 doesn't mean whatever things you desire physically, like healing, or financial or material blessings. That just means spiritual blessings."

After a while of being stumped I said, "I know what I'll do. If I can find some other scriptures in the New Testament on the subject, then I'll know prayer and faith work, and I can be healed." So I began to run references on these subjects.

Now I'm not talking about something which happened in one week, or in one month. I'm talking about something that happened over a period of months. Sometimes for days and weeks I was unconscious. And days I could see to read, after they bathed me early in the morning and propped me up on two pillows and left Granny's large print Bible opened in front of me, I could only read about ten minutes. After that all I could see was a white page with black dots on it. You can understand why it took me a long time.

Since the doctors said I could go at any moment, I started with the New Testament and studied only faith, prayer, and healing. There wasn't any reason to study on water baptism; I didn't need water baptism.  And the more I ran my references, the more I saw. The more gleams of light came through. The more inspired I became inside, in my spirit. The more happy, the more joyful I became, because the light came!

It was somewhere in March of 1934 that my references led me to the 5th chapter of James. (I had been bedfast since April 22,1933.) When I read the 14th verse, "Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church: and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord," in my ignorance of the Bible I thought all the other promises I'd already read hinged on this one. I thought the prayer of faith for healing wouldn't work unless you got the elders to come and anoint you with oil. And I was crestfallen.

With tears I said, "Dear Lord, if I've got to send for somebody to anoint me with oil then I can't be healed. They don't practice that in my church. And I don't know anybody who does. I don't know anybody I could send for. If I have to do that, then I can't be healed."

(You don't have to—you just can, if you need to!)

Then the Spirit of God spoke to my heart. Oh, thank God for the Holy Ghost! I love Him, don't you? And I'm glad I learned to listen to Him early in life. Right down inside me, be-cause that's where He is, I heard Him say, "Did you notice there in James 5:15 it says, 'And the prayer of faith shall save the sick'? "

I'd gotten my mind on the elders and the anointing with oil, and I hadn't even noticed that. I looked at it again and said right out loud, "Sure enough, it does."

Then the Spirit said to my spirit, "You can pray that prayer for yourself. You can pray that prayer as well as anyone can."

Oh, how I rejoiced! Oh, the joy that came!

But then another voice spoke. There is another voice. It seems to be in your mind, or really, it's almost like someone sitting on your shoulder. It said, "You could pray that prayer of faith all right—if you were righteous. Did you notice it says, 'The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much'? "

The devil knows some things. He's not all-knowing like God. But he knows some things. He knows what you do know, and what you don't know. Remember how those seven sons of Sceva took it upon themselves to cast a devil out of a man saying, "We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth" (Acts 19:13). The evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye?" He knew them all right, because they were really following the devil. But what he was saying was, "I know about you, and you don't have any right to be using the name of Jesus." Then the man in whom the evil spirit was jumped on those seven guys and tore their clothes off.

The devil knows. And he knew what I didn't know, as well as what I did know. He knew I had seen truth he couldn't take away from me. But he also knew I didn't have the least inkling in the world about what righteousness is. He knew I had been religiously brainwashed.

Any time you take sides with unbelief you're taking sides with the devil. You may be doing so unconsciously, but you're still buddying up with him. And unconsciously, not knowing, I sided right in with him.

"Yes, that's right," I said. "I could pray the prayer of faith and be healed if I was that righteous man. But I know I'm not."

How was I so sure I wasn't?

Well, I thought, like most church people do who've never been taught on the subject, that righteousness, or being righteous, is some state of spiritual development and maturity you grow to eventually. And I had my mind over on right conduct and right living.

Now don't misunderstand me. The Bible teaches good conduct and right living. And we encourage that. But good conduct and right living could never make you righteous. For if it could, Jesus would not have had to come, and shed His blood, and die that terrible death on the Cross, and go to hell in our place where He suffered the untold agonies of the damned. All He would have had to do was just give us a set of rules and regulations whereby we could con-duct ourselves. Then if we added good works to it, we would have been there.

But no! You see, righteousness really means "right with God."

You can grow in faith. But you cannot grow in righteousness. You'll never be any more righteous than you were the moment you were born again. You won't be any more right-eous when you get to heaven than you are right now.

I didn't know that. So I reasoned, "If I just don't die— If I can just live long enough till I can produce enough good works and right conduct, and until I can mature and grow enough to be righteous— Then if I ever get to be righteous, I'll be a whiz when it comes to praying." (I believed what I read, that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. I knew if I could get to be right-eous my prayers would be effectual.) So I prayed, "Lord, don't let me die until I get to be righteous. Then I can pray the prayer of faith and be healed." But I thought it might take me 50 years to get there.

I quit studying along this line for a while. But in the process of time I came back to it and got to thinking a little bit. (Now why didn't God just reveal it to me? No, the revelation didn't come until I got back into the Word. God teaches us through His Word.) I decided that if James gave Elijah as an example of a righteous man praying and getting results, I could follow Elijah's example and get results. So I went back and began to read up on him.

The more I read, the more I could see that Elijah was just a man. Too many times we make mental idols out of Old Testament characters thinking, "Oh yes, he could pray that way—because he was a great saint of God." But I could see Elijah was a man. A man. A man. Just as human as any of us. Subject to failure. Subject to doing wrong. Subject to sin-ning. Just like anybody else. Yet he shut up the heavens with his praying. And then, thank God, he opened up the heavens with his praying.

I saw him on Mount Carmel. I saw the fire fall and consume the sacrifice. I saw the rain. Then I saw him gather up his skirts, and, with the hand of the Lord upon him, outrun the king's chariot 14 miles across the plain of Jezreel.

But I also saw him when he got to Jezreel and someone told him, "Jezebel said that by this time tomorrow she's going to have your head." He started running again. But this time the hand of the Lord wasn't on him and he gave out. He climbed up under a juniper tree and cried, "Lord, just let me die."

He didn't want to die—anymore than you did when you said, "I wish I was dead." It was just double-talk. If he'd really wanted to die, he could have just stayed where he was and he would have been dead by then.

And when God did come down to talk to him, he complained in effect, "Lord, everybody else is backslidden except me anyhow. Everybody has bowed their knees to Baal, except me. I'm the only one left. You might as well just let me die and wind this thing up."

God had to correct him. He showed Elijah that He had 7000 reserved unto Himself who had not bowed their knees to Baal.

How could God call Elijah righteous? How could James inspired by the Holy Spirit give this man as an example of a righteous man praying?, The more I look at him the more he reminds me of myself. These things I wondered. You see, I hadn't noticed this is just what James said of Elijah, "Elijah was a man subject to like passions as we are . . . . " (James 5:17). The Holy Spirit through James said that Elijah was a man just like me.

Then in the 32nd Psalm I found out how God could call Elijah righteous: blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin. I learned that I had become a new creature, a brand new man.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Then over in Ephesians I learned who made me a new creation:

EPHESIANS 2:10

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

I knew this was talking about the inward man — the real me. On the inside, God had made me a brand new man. Then I began to see something— And this is what accelerated my faith and my prayer and made it work for me. You see, in my religious upbringing, we were the world's worst to tell God everytime we prayed, "I'm so weak and unworthy." We thought we were being humble; we didn't know we were being ignorant. But I began to see something: God didn't make any unworthy new creature! Did He? No! God didn't make any unrighteous new creature! Did He? No! Quit calling yourself unworthy if you are a born-again child of God. That would be belittling the work of God. Side in with God and quit siding in with the devil. God says that you are the righteousness of God in Christ!

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

What is righteousness? Righteousness is right standing with God. We are made right with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.

What does righteousness give? It gives us access to the throne of God. Our prayers work! Not because of who we are—but because of Who He is and what He's done!

When we know that we are the righteousness of God in Christ, then we step out of the narrow place of failure and weakness in which we have lived, into the boundless full-ness of God.

But what about our sins and wrongdoings after we become Christians? When a man sins, he loses his sense of righteousness. But when he confesses, "I have sinned. Forgive me, Lord, in Jesus' name," the Lord does two things: 1. He forgives him of his sins. 2. He cleanses him from all unrighteousness—and the man is righteousness again! First John 1:9 was not written to unbelievers—but to Christians:

1 JOHN 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Righteousness is the catalyst to faith and prayer. It's the thing that makes it work!

 PSALM 32:1,2

1
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

2
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.

I saw that under the Old Covenant the blood of innocent animals was shed to cover their sins. Then God did not impute iniquity unto them. He just imputed, or counted, them as righteous.

Then when I came over into the New Testament, I found out we have a New Covenant, a better covenant, established upon better promises (Heb. 8:6). I found out that the blood of Jesus didn't just cover our sins! No, our sins are not just covered. 
